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by HmoM C. Knccht. Ill 



Dear Sin 

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated August 4, 2005, Applicants provisionally 
elect Species II: represented by figures 3-4. 

It is submitted that claims 17-27, 29-3 1, 35 and 36 are all generic claims, and claim 28 reads 
on Species II. In addition, claims 32 and 34 read on Species I and claims 32 and 33 read on Species 

m. 

The current requirement for election of species is traversed, and reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. In requiring a restriction of claims 1 7 to 36 to one of three proposed species, 
the Examiner fails to cite any section of the MPEP or the CFR or provide any other grounds in 
support of the conclusion that the restriction of the noted species is proper and permitted. MPEP 
§803 expressly requires an Examiner to provide reasons to support any conclusion related to a 
proposed restriction, including that such restriction requirement is proper. It is requested that the 
Examiner expressly provide the reasons supporting the proposed restriction requirement The 
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failure to provide any such reason effectively prevents the Applicants from being able to decide 
whether the restriction requirement can be properly traversed. 

In addition, it is submitted that the claims now pending before the Examiner are in 
condition for allowance. A notification of allowability is solicited. 

Should the Examiner determine that a telephone interview would be beneficial in 
resolving any of the issues in this case, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned 
attorney at the telephone number noted below. 



Respectfully subjnitted, 




0816 Htfold C. Knecht III, Reg. No.: 35,576 

Telephone No.: 65 1 -575- 1 056 

Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 
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